Familial respiratory distress syndrome in three consecutive full-term infants. Case reports and documentation of lung enzyme activities.
Familial respiratory distress syndrome in full-term newborn infants is a rare occurrence. Our patient delivered three consecutive full-term infants who developed findings consistent with respiratory distress syndrome. All three died from autopsy-proven hyaline membrane disease. Analysis of the activities of four enzymes that play an important role in the biosynthesis of lecithin (choline kinase, choline phosphotransferase, phospholipase A and lysolecithin acyltransferase) failed to disclose an abnormality in lung samples in our patient with familial respiratory distress syndrome.